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TAMES mum FOR BUSINESS FiR6T
Yuval Flidker, left, dances with Melissa I(ennedy atarecent dance sponsored by Tango0SU at Pomerene Hall.

IT’S LIKE FLYING

Life, love and drama
unfold in the tango

BYTONY GOINS | FOR BUSINESS FIRST

t doesn’t come naturally, but when

you know what you're doing, danc-

ing the tango can be like flying.

Nine couples dance nearly chest-

to-chest, holding their legs

backwards at a rakish angle to leave
room for their dancing feet. The partners’
steps should interlock like clockwork - ide-
ally, the man should step right into the spot
her foot just left.

While avoiding their partner’s larger
male feet, each woman attempts to follow
his lead. Not only must the man lead his
partner in a certain direction, he must
communicate through subtle shifts of his
weight. In this beginners’ dance group, the
miscues lead to alot of mumbled

apologies.

Then organizers Yuval Flicker and Lucia
Bortoli demonstrate, and they make it look
easy. :

Flicker and Bortoli are advisers to
TangoOSU, an Ohio State University club
dedicated to promoting tango. The
partners teach milonguero (or close

‘embrace) tango, a dancehall form that'’s

more unprovlsatlona.l than the heavily cho-
reographed versioh often seen in contests.
Although TangoOSU is a sanctioned
student activity, adult nonstudents can
sign up for $40 a quarter.

One man trying to get the hang of it was
Paul Fairbanks, an OSU business major,
who came to the class along with his wife
Anita, a recent graduate who works in the
mental health field.

Anita had taken dance classes before,

SEE DANCE, PAGE B12

COURTESY KYEN
Keep your pet amused with mentally
stimulating toys like these from Kyjen.

__ |PETS|___
ToYS

New designs for pet toys meet
the needs of animals and their
owners.

Jo Johnson, owner of Posh Pets
in the Short North, says that pet
toys fall into two categories:
enrichment and entertainment.

Enrichment toys keep petstc- '
cupied by encouraging animals to
use their brains rather than chew
ing the furniture, saysjohnsop
She warns thata bored dbgw a
destructive dog. * L

Johnson carries a lme of ennch
ment toys from manufacturer Ky-
jen. The plush Hide-A-Bird, Hide-

'A-Squirrel and IQube come in dif-
ferent sizes and cost between
$9.95 to $16.95; All three encour-
age the dog to stick its muzzles
inside and root around inside of
the cube, birdhouse qr tree:stumy
to find the tiny tey. Birds; squirrels
or other objects inside.

Pets need visual stimulation,
too, so Johnson sells the Pet Sitte:
line of DVDs that show movies of
mice and birds (for cats), rodents
and dogs ( for dogs) and birds (fo
birds).

Sue Meigs of the DogWorks
Cats2 in German Village recom-
mends the Everlasting Treat Ball
by Triple Crown. The ball is mad:
out of soft but durable material,
says Meigs. It takes work to
remove the treat inside and keep
the dog occupied,

‘Mike Dagne of Moochie and
Co. also recommends the treat
ball as well as the Busy Buddy
Twist 'n Treat by Premier, a two-
disk treat container that screws
together. Owners can adjust the
tightness of the halves to
challenge their pets.

Susan Bing, president of Trixie
+ Peanut in New York City and
former Columbus resident has
seen a lot of success with parody
toys - plush take-offs on the Wal
Street Journal, and soft and
chewy versions of cell phones an
iPods.

— LESLIE BIRDWELL, for Business First.
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WINTER PONDS - DANCE: Tango is couples

FROM PAGE B11 where people are willing to
but it was a new experience for | work a little harder for their fun,
»matter how Paul, : Flicker says. One has to study
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